NOTES  ON  CHARACTERISTICS   OF
TENNYSON
By the late MASTER OF BALLIOL (PROFESSOR JOWETT)
ABSOLUTE truthfulness, absolutely himself, never played tricks.
Never got himself puffed in the newspapers.
A friend of liberty and truth.
Extraordinary vitality. i Great common sense and a strong will.
The instinct of common sense at the bottom of all he did.
I, Not a man of the world (in the ordinary sense) but a man who had the greatest insight into the world, and often in a word or a sentence would flash a light.
Intensely needed sympathy.
A great and deep strength.
He mastered circumstances, but he was also partly mastered by them, e.g. the old calamity of the disinheritance of his father and his treatment by rogues in the days of his youth.
.Very fair towards other poets, including those who were not popular, such as Crabbe.
He had the high-bred manners not only of a gentleman but of a great man.
He would have wished that, like Shakespeare, his life might be unknown to posterity.
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